The author admits that rupture might result from violence on th1' part of the mother, either in attempted self-delivery, or in attempt0 child murder, but regards the possibility of a mother causing a ruptui'c of the large intestine without producing signs of external violence, aS highly improbable.
In the authors own case both possibilities were negatived by th' evidence of the midwives present at the birth, and he is of opinion that the cause of the rupture was the force exerted by the strong contraction of the uterus acting upon the highly distended large intestine.
